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50 miles west of Tashkurgaii, capital of Afghan Turkestan
and residence of the Governor-General. It is surrounded
by well-cultivated fields and orchards, and in 1885, when
Captain Talbot passed through it, the population (Usbegs.
Afghans, aiid Tajiks) was rapidly increasing, although still
inferior to that of Tashkurgan. Six miles farther west
is the military cantonment of Takhtapul, the arsenal of
which has been removed to Mazar. But Mazar is chiefly
noted for its mosque, held in great veneration for a tomb
supposed to be that of Ali; and for the shrine of Hazrat
Shah, a famous Moslem " saint." 3. Baktra and Balkh,
both now ruins on the Delias or Balkh Kiver, a few
miles west of Mazar. Baktra, capital of the Graeco-
Baktrian monarchy, was one of the oldest cities in
Central Asia, and its successor Balkh still bears the
title of " Mother of Cities." It was the chief town in
Afghan Turkestan till 1872, when a terrible outbreak of
cholera caused the seat of government to be removed to
Mazar, and in 1878 Balkh was an insignificant village,
whose former greatness was attested only by numerous
canals and miles of ruins. Here are buried the travellers
Moorcroft and Guthrie. 4. Andkhui, on the verge of
the desert due west of Balkh, a large but proverbially
unhealthy place, of which the Persians say that with
its salt water, its scorching sands, venomous flies and
scorpions, "it is a real hell on earth." 5. Maimana, on
a plain near the foot of the Koh-i-Baba, noted for its
excellent horses and textiles woven of wool and camel's
hair. Previous to 1874 Maimana was a very large place,
with a population estimated at 60,000. But in that
year it was besieged and nearly destroyed by the Afghans,
who massacred 18,000 of its inhabitants. Since then it
has somewhat revived, and must always enjoy a certain
importance trom its position at the junction of the routes
from Herat and Kabul. Captain Talbot describes it as